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Church of Saint Eulalia 

Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) - Minutes of Meeting 

May 10, 2017 
 

Present:  Louise Cocuzzo, Kathy Creedon, Mary Deyst, Doran Donovan, Mark Earnest, Anna-Marie Ferraro, 

Adele Hamblett, Tony Lockhart, Claire McKenna, Joan Sweeney, Charlie Vendice 

 

Absent: Father Jim Savage (vacation), John DiAngelis, Carol Johnson, Clare Keane, Joe Murphy 

 

Opening Prayer:  The meeting began with a reflection given by Doran Donovan on excerpts from a TED talk 

given by Pope Francis.   

 

Minutes of Meeting:  

 

The April 19, 2017 PPC minutes were accepted as corrected.  The corrections are as follows: (1) List Joe Murphy 

as absent from the meeting.  (2) Change “Shepard” everywhere in the document to read “Shepherd.”  (3) Under 

PPC Elections on page 1 the second paragraph under the bulleted items, omit the article “a” from between “of” 

and “submission.”  (4) On page 1 under PPC Elections paragraph 2 the fourth bullet, correct “made” to read 

“make.” (5) On page 2 bullet 12 under the second set of bullets, correct the spelling of “millennials.” (6) On 

page 3 and everywhere in the document, correct the spelling of “Farraro” to read “Ferraro.”  (7) On page 4 

paragraph 1 first line, delete the word “will” and correct “host” to read “hosted.”   

 

PPC Elections 

 

The ballot to nominate parishioners to serve on PPC will take place on the weekend of May 20/21, 2017.  The 

updated nomination form was distributed for review.  As decided at a previous PPC meeting, there will be three 

categories on this new ballot.  These categories are:  Youth, Parents with Children in Religious Education and 

General Population.  One may nominate a parishioner directly by writing in his/her name on the ballot or by first 

inviting a parishioner to serve and if agreeable, then placing his/her name on the ballot.  The nomination ballot 

usually contains the names of those who are willing to run.  The following PPC members who are up for re-

election have expressed a desire to continue to serve:  Doran Donovan in Category 2 (Parents with Children in 

Religious Education) and Mary Deyst, Mark Earnest, Joan Sweeney, Charlie Vendice in Category 3 (General 

Population).  John DiAngelis, who was absent from this meeting, is eligible to run and would be in Category 2 

(Parents with Children in Religious Education).   

 

Nomination ballots will be placed in the pews along with pencils.  At the end of each Mass the following PPC 

members who are not running will collect the ballots and see that they are placed in the sacristy:  4:00 p.m.—

Anna-Marie Ferraro; 7:30 a.m. Mass—Ellen Connell (PPC secretary); 9:00 a.m. Mass—Claire McKenna; 

11:00 a.m. Mass—Carol Johnson (She will be asked to do this.); 5:00 p.m. Mass—Tony Lockhart.  Election 

Committee members will meet immediately after the 5 p.m. Mass to tally the ballots.  The members of the 

Election Committee will then call those who ran and let them know the results.  It was suggested that the phone 

numbers for those running be readily available to ensure efficiency in notification.  Those nominated will be 

asked to write a biographical sketch and have their picture taken or provide a picture. 

 

Pastor Update 

 

As Father Jim is on vacation, there is no update. 

 



2 

 

Winchester Town Day 

 

Winchester Town Day will take place on June 3, 2017.  Frances Shawcross from St. Mary’s will be contacting 

those from St. Eulalia’s who have offered to volunteer for this event.  Clare Keane has offered to volunteer from 

11 a.m. to 12 noon.  Mary Deyst will follow Clare or cover the booth whenever needed. 

 

 

Sub Committee Reports 

 

Evangelization Committee.  No report is available.  A PPC member wondered whether this committee should 

disband.  Our pastoral associate volunteered to report to PPC on any evangelization activities taking place in the 

parish. 

 

Finance Council.  Church renovation is set for July.  The total cost is approximately $180,000. 

 

OSR—Pledges to date, excluding online activity which is still not able to be accurately merged with our reporting 

system, total $759,300, compared to $808,400 last year at this time.  The number of pledges currently is 599 vs. 

711 last year at the same time.  Last month’s report which showed higher numbers than these included some 

duplications in trying to incorporate the online figures. 

 

Catholic Appeal—Pledges to date are $121,667, 120% of our $101,480 goal.  In pew pledges total 228, 169% of 

our 135 goal.  If all pledges are paid, our parish rebate will be $34,500. 

 

The answer to a question asked by a PPC member as to whether there has been any change to OSR giving since 

the amounts have been published in the bulletin was a “no.” 

 

Hospitality Committee.   

 

On May 7, the committee sponsored an ice cream/cake social after the 5 p.m. Mass.  Approximately 20 to 25 

people were in attendance.  The next scheduled event will be Coffee and Conversation to be held immediately 

following the 11 a.m. Mass on Sunday, May 21, which is the Sunday balloting takes place for PPC nominations. 

 

Liturgy and Social Justice.  The celebration of Mercy Sunday on April 23 was really very beautiful and was well 

attended.  First Communion was also very beautiful.  The Mass of Thanksgiving Mass for First Communicants 

and the crowning of the Blessed Mother that followed the following week had good attendance. 

 

Appreciation Night was held on April 29 with approximately 140 to 150 people in attendance.  Next year it is 

hoped that the parish will be able to devise a way to obtain a more accurate account of who is coming.  They have 

been allowing for 20 extra people but something needs to be done so that the parish obtains a more accurate 

count.  Someone suggested that the date was a bit late and having it earlier might help.  The response was that it 

has been held in April the past few years and the actual date of the event depends on when Easter is celebrated.  

Another suggestion was to move it back to January but no one seemed to agree that that was a good idea.  Another 

suggestion was to offer a raffle and connect it to the reservation.  The cheese and crackers were omitted this year 

because there is always a lot left over and they are not usually served at a luau.   

 

Interviews for our part-time youth minister will conclude on May 11, 2017. 

 

The following events are yet to take place: 

 June 4—Pentecost Sunday.  There will be a reading done in two foreign languages as well as in English. 

 June 18—On the feast of Corpus Christi we will have a procession within the church after the 11 a.m. 

Mass and an outdoor procession to Wright Farm after the 5 p.m. Mass. 
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Comments and Concerns 

 

The following comments and concerns were received through the suggestion box: 

 A parishioner was pleased to see that categories were created for PPC elections. 

 There should be an overhead light at the entrance to the driveway.  Response:  There is an electrical 

problem and the staff is aware that there is an issue. 

 Someone was unhappy with the music before the 4 p.m. Mass. 

 A complaint was issued regarding the speed with which cars were driving across the driveway. 

 

New Business 

 

The following items were mentioned: 

 Phase 6 collaboratives were announced and St. Eulalia/St. Mary’s were not among them. 

 There is a Dynamic Catholic event being held in Hingham on Saturday, May 20, entitled Find Your 

Greatness.  The event will take place from 10:00 a.m. until 2:30 p.m.  The cost is $25.  If interested, you 

can register at dynamiccatholic.com. 

 On June 17, a seminar entitled Women in Transition will take place at St. Eulalia’s from 8:00 a.m. until 

12:30 p.m.  Information is on our website. 

 Last Sunday’s 9 a.m. Mass, presided over by Father Jim, was spectacular. 

 

Closing Prayer   
 

The meeting closed with a prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ellen Connell, PPC Secretary 


