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Church of Saint Eulalia 

Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) - Minutes of Meeting 

January 11, 2017 
 

Present:  Father Jim Savage, Kathy Creedon, John DiAngelis, Doran Donovan, Anna-Marie Ferraro, Clare 

Keane, Tony Lockhart, Claire McKenna, Joan Sweeney, Charlie Vendice 

 

Absent:  Louise Cocuzzo, Mary Deyst, Mark Earnest, Adele Hamblett, Carol Johnson, Joe Murphy  

 

Opening Prayer:  Charlie Vendice opened the meeting with a “prayer for life.” 

 

Minutes of Meeting: 

 

The November 9, 2016 PPC minutes were accepted as corrected.  The corrections are as follows:  (1) On page 1 

under Pastor Update line 6, “It s” should be corrected to read “It is”; (2) On page 1 within the Evangelization 

Committee report line 2, the last word typed as “complemented” should read “complimented”; (3) On page 2 

under Finance Council questions bullet 2, “church platform” should be corrected to read “altar platform.”  

 

Pastor Update 

 

Church renovations will continue in 2017.  The next phase will be the flooring and kneelers.  This phase is likely 

to be done in the summer and would take approximately two to three weeks to be completed.  Funerals would be 

held in Manion Hall, as they were last summer during those renovations or at another church if parishioners 

requested it.  As of right now, the flooring is likely to be carpeting of some kind as tile or any other hard-surface 

covering would present sound issues.  The church is not a good acoustical space.  If tiling were used, there would 

need to be acoustical paneling installed.   

 

Once the new faith formation director has had a chance to determine priorities for the youth ministry program, a 

new youth minister will be sought. 

 

There will be a collaborative Lenten program with St. Mary’s Winchester.  St. Eulalia will host a morning 

presentation on the Mondays of Lent immediately following the 9 a.m. Mass while St. Mary’s will host an 

evening session on Tuesday evenings throughout the Lenten season.  It is hoped that an invitation to participate in 

the program will be issued by the pastors at a Mass at the other’s church.  While no specific strategies for the 

presentation of the Lenten materials have been worked out as yet, it has been decided to use a program developed 

by Bishop Barron, The Pivotal Players, whereby the lives of six saints from our Catholic tradition are featured.  

The three saints chosen to be featured for the Lenten Program are St. Francis of Assisi, St. Thomas Aquinas and 

St. Catherine of Siena.  At this time it is thought that the first session will consist of watching a 30 minute video 

followed by each participant going home and reading the material provided in the program booklet on that 

particular saint, reflecting on the questions asked in the materials and using scripture and our Catholic tradition to 

discern how it should apply to one’s life and the following week to return and break into groups for discussion.  

There will be a group leader for each table and the groups will remain the same for the program’s length.  It is 

Father’s hope that each group will be a mix of parishioners from both parishes.  The above format will be 

repeated for the three saints.  There will be a charge for the participant’s booklet.  In the fall there is a possibility 

that Bishop Barron’s program will run again to highlight the lives of the remaining three saints not covered in the 

Lenten program. 

 

Currently, there are no other collaborative activities being planned by St. Eulalia’s and St. Mary’s.  Our faith 

formation director has been approached about such activities but no firm plans are being discussed at this time. 

 

The 50
th
 Anniversary booklet has been mocked up and needs to be reviewed.  It is approximately 60 pages. 
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Sub Committee Reports 

 

Archdiocesan Parish Council (APC).  Our APC representative, Karen Marnik, has resigned from her position 

on the Archdiocesan Parish Council in order to pursue membership in the Order of Malta. 

 

Evangelization Committee.  No report is available at this time. 

 

Finance Council.  The Finance Council has not met yet, so no OSR figures are available. 

 

2016 Catholic Appeal 

 $119,630 pledges (126% of goal) 

 Unpaid balance is $7,960. 

 Total donors are 335. 

 Rebate is $29,195 based on paid pledges. 

 

2017 Catholic Appeal 

 January 17—First request letter will be sent to prior donors. 

 March 2—First and only request to lapsed donors who have not pledged for three years.  Follow-up letter 

to current donors. 

 March 4, 5—Appeal bulletin insert; Appeal witness talk at Masses 

 March 11, 12—Commitment Weekend; In-pew solicitation 

 

Hospitality Committee.  The following events are to take place: 

 Lori Pescatore will run a Spaghetti Supper on Saturday, February 25, at 5 p.m.   

 There will be a Pancake Breakfast on Palm Sunday, April 9, immediately following the 9 a.m. Mass. 

 There will be another Ice Cream Social, the date to be determined. 

 

The Bannons are continuing to sponsor Coffee and Conversation after the 11 a.m. Mass every second Sunday of 

the month.  December’s gathering had approximately 35 people in attendance and in January there were 

approximately 20 people. 

 

Liturgy and Social Justice.  The following were noted: 

 March 1 is Ash Wednesday 

 The feast of St. Eulalia is in February.  No celebration has yet been planned. 

 

Comments and Concerns 

 

The following comments and concerns were received by PPC members at Mass and through the suggestion box 

provided: 

 A suggestion was made that there be a brighter light installed at the “Pepper Hill” entrance of the church 

driveway or perhaps paint the curbstone there a fluorescent orange.  Response:  Father Jim will look into the 

matter.  Solar lights may be an option or blue reflectors could be placed at the entrance. 

 The parking lot was very well plowed for last Sunday’s Masses. 

 

New Business 

 

Since our North Region bishop, Bishop Mark O’Connell, announced he would be holding listening sessions and 

answering questions at his own parish and at other interested parishes, St. Eulalia’s PPC chairperson wondered if 
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we wanted to invite Bishop O’Connell to hold a listening session here at St. Eulalia’s.  The following were the 

responses: 

 It was wondered if the bishop would take all questions such as questions on abuse and marriage. 

 Some people might use the session to vent rather than to ask substantive questions.  It was then suggested 

to call the session a “question and answer” session. 

 We should take advantage of his willingness to do it.  It is a good sign that he wants to hold these 

sessions. 

 We could invite other surrounding parishes to join in.  This opportunity should be presented to St. Mary’s 

PPC. 

 Best if the presentation was held in the evening.  One thought that the Voice of the Faithful could co-

sponsor this event as they have sponsored others.  (VOTF now meets only once a month for eight months 

of the year.) 

 The session should be better defined as to format and whether it will be a question and answer period.  It 

is too vague to offer a listening session. 

 The bishop’s talk may have been specific to his parish and may not be applicable to ours.  The bishop 

himself may have some ideas. 

 After Father Jim returned to St. Eulalia’s as pastor, he held a listening session and no one came. 

 Questions for the bishop could be placed in a special box so that the questions would be anonymous.   

 The bishop could be invited to come and say Mass and then have coffee and questions afterward.  The 

Sunday 11 a.m. Mass was suggested and if it could be on the second Sunday of the month when we 

usually have Coffee and Conversation, it would be all the better.  PPC’s chairperson will call and ask 

Bishop O’Connell if this would work for him. 

 

Closing Prayer   
 

Father Jim closed the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ellen Connell, PPC Secretary 


