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Church of Saint Eulalia 

Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) - Minutes of Meeting 

April 6, 2016 

 

 

Present:  Father Jim Savage, Louise Cocuzzo, Maria Constantino, Kathy Creedon, Mary Deyst, John 

DiAngelis, Doran Donovan, Mark Earnest, Anna-Marie Ferraro, Carol Johnson, Tony Lockhart, Joe Murphy, 

Joan Sweeney, Charlie Vendice 

 

Absent:  Karen Marnik (APC Representative), Raina Trilokekar 

 

Opening Prayer:  Carol Johnson opened the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Minutes of Meeting: 

 

The March 9, 2016 PPC minutes were accepted as corrected.  The corrections to be made are as follows:  (1) 

Page 1 under Pastor Update, the spelling for Triduum should be corrected; (2) Page 1 first bullet, the word 

“associate” should be deleted; (3) Page 2 first full paragraph, the book title should read The Four Signs of a 

Dynamic Catholic; (4) Page 3 under Evangelization Committee bullet one, the “A” should be deleted;  (5) 

On page 3 bullet three, the name of the book should read Beautiful Mercy; (6) On page three in the Liturgy 

and Social Justice paragraph, the correct spelling for Triduum should be used; (6) On page 4 first paragraph, 

the names of Mark Earnest, Joe Murphy and Charlie Vendice should be added to the names of those 

remaining on PPC; (7) Under Comments and Concerns bullet 4, the word “voice” should be corrected to read 

“voiced”; (8) On page 4 under Trip to the Cathedral, the correct spelling for the church should read St. 

“Brigid”; (9) Page 5 under Women in Transition, the last sentence should read:  “The sponsors are asking for 

a donation of cosmetics and hosiery to assist disadvantaged women who turn to ‘Dress for Success’ Boston 

to prepare for job interviews.” 

 

Pastor Update 

 

April brings the resumption of the 50th anniversary events.  Father Jim reported that there was a good turnout 

for Father James Martin’s presentation considering that it snowed; approximately 55 people attended.  The 

Skype presentation worked very well.  There was a personal connection between the presenter and the 

participants and the presenter could be easily heard.  The medium worked as well as if Father Martin was in 

the room.  Father Jim is thinking of asking Father Martin to do another presentation as the weather kept 

many from participating.  Other 50th anniversary events to follow are the Reunion Folk Mass, the parish 

pilgrimage and a concert to be given by the St. Paul’s Boys Choir.   

 

The family of Jerry Ross has made a donation in his memory which will be used to renovate the area where 

the Blessed Sacrament is kept.  Ann and Frank Baratta’s daughter has been commissioned to create a new 

back panel using ceramic tile.  The existing tabernacle will be refinished in either gold or silver leaf.   

 

Marilyn Poole has done a project on the life of St. Eulalia with her Grade 1 and 2 religious education 

students as part of the 50th anniversary year.  The result is a book on the saint’s life which is now on display 

in the church foyer.   

 

One of this year’s goals for the fall festival is to engage more kids.    Insights will be sought from Lori 

Pescatore who is chair of the family group and the festival will be moved back a week.  Father Jim sought 

the input from PPC and what follows are their suggestions: 
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 There has been positive feedback on holding the festival inside. 

 The Hospitality Committee should meet with Lori Pescatore and her group to make a team. 

 Work with some of the children to get their ideas. 

 Having pony rides was a popular event. 

 Square dancing worked well and involved a lot of people. 

 The country singer was a hit. 

 The making of balloon animals was very popular and could be done with a 50th theme. 

 Add a 50th theme to every activity and event. 

 Have families and children involved in the planning.  (As the planning is done in the summer, 

religious education students are not available to consult.) 

 The Knights organization could become involved. 

 

The budget for the festival would be the same as last year but Father will look into the possibility of 

increasing it. 

 

Sub Committee Reports 

 

Archdiocesan Parish Council (APC).  The next APC meeting is scheduled for May 16.  Our representative 

has been busy working with Catholic Charities and with a member of St. Julia’s parish in Weston on the 

refugee issue. 

 

Collaboration Committee.  No news at this time. 

 

Evangelization Committee.  Either Peter Pongratz or Father will prepare a reflection on Father Martin’s 

presentation to make available to parishioners.  Cards containing the spiritual and corporal works of mercy 

will be handed out on Pentecost.   

 

Finance Council.  The Finance Council has not yet met in April, so there is no OSR update. 

 

The 2016 Catholic Appeal is going very well.  We have pledges of $93,290, representing 98% of our 

$94,932 goal, from 250 families.   

 

Hospitality Committee.  The following events will be hosted by the committee: 

 April 10 Coffee and Conversation after the 11 a.m. Mass 

 April 13 Reception after the Reunion Folk Mass 

 May 1  Coffee and Conversation –Meet the PPC Candidates 

 May 15  Reception after the 9 a.m. Mass for Deacon Justin 

 

The Spaghetti Supper went very well and was well attended, with at least 60 people in attendance.  A PPC 

member wondered if there will be another ice cream social.  Doran Donovan will send out an e-mail to solicit 

volunteers to sell beverages at Appreciation Night.  Volunteers will also be needed for the reception for 

Deacon Justin.  A stole will be presented to Deacon Justin in appreciation for the time he has spent with us.  

He will be back to say a Mass for us sometime next year.  A Mass of Thanksgiving will be said for those 

children who have received their First Communion. 

 

Liturgy and Social Justice.  The Holy Week Triduum and Easter Sunday liturgies were a beautiful 

experience.  The pastoral associate was grateful to all those who helped.  The following notes were given: 

 The parish is in desperate need of ushers. 
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 Mercy Sunday was well attended and quite beautiful.  It consisted of exposition of the Blessed 

Sacrament, the recitation of the Chaplet of Divine Mercy, the rosary and confession. 

 The special Masses for First Communion will be held on May 7 and May 14.  The crowning of the 

Blessed Mother will take place after the First Communion Mass. 

 It will be announced that anyone having a fiftieth birthday this year may have a reserved table for 

themselves and their guests at Appreciation Night.  This birthday event is another way in which to 

celebrate the parish’s 50th anniversary.   

 

Other Business 

 

PPC Elections.  The election to nominate new PPC members will be held the weekend of April 23/24.  

Members were asked to give some thought to who might serve on PPC.  If nominating someone, it was 

suggested that they be contacted to see if they would be willing to serve and to make sure they understood 

the commitment.  A cross-section of parishioners is the ideal.  A question was raised as to whether the ballots 

should be handed out or could they be left in the pews since it was a nomination ballot.  The assistant vice 

chairperson will pass on the issue of whether to place nomination ballots in the pew or hand them out to the 

PPC Election chairperson. 

 

Comments and Concerns 

 

The following comments and concerns were received by PPC members at Mass and through the suggestion 

box provided: 

 A suggestion was made for a prayer to be said over the Ministers of Holy Communion going out to 

give Communion to the hospitalized and the homebound.  (At present, Ministers of Holy 

Communion come to the tabernacle and take the Eucharist at their convenience.  Father Jim would 

see about coordinating when ministers go out.) 

 The sound system needs to be improved.  (Response:  Father Jim is aware of the issue; it is the space 

that is the problem not the sound system.)   

 There is a hand rail that is loose—left handrail going down the stairs. 

 In the upstairs bathroom, the tile is coming down. 

 Thanks are expressed to all those who escort people into church. 

 There were over 100 women who attended the Women in Transition Symposium.  All participants 

were invited to stay for the 4 p.m. Mass. 

 

More on the sound system issues:  It would be helpful if immediate feedback was given to a staff person 

when a parishioner could not hear; the immediate feedback is important for improvement.  It is hard to know 

where the problem is otherwise.  Instruction was given to lectors on where the microphone should be placed 

but it was thought it was not acted upon.  More mandatory training needs to be given.   

 

Closing Prayer   
 

Father Jim closed the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Ellen Connell 

PPC Secretary 


